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Calendar 
 

Jan. 10  Installation M tg.  

Jan. 12  Auxiliary Retreat  

Jan. 27   Southern Inland  

   Council Meeting  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Wow, itôs 2009.  Where does the time go?  I am excited about this year, as we move closer to 

having a new hospital.  I am preparing for the big event by evaluating our services and planning 

improvement and additional services for our patients and visitors. 

 

I ask for your patience as we learn our new volunteer software.  Please use the manual sign-in 

form whenever you are unable to clock in or out. 

 

I would like to expand our Patient Visitor Program to the Emergency Department. 

 

I am looking forward to recruiting you to join us.  Another program I would like to implement 

for our Patient Visitor is ñI Have a Storyò (a better name will be selected as we get more into the 

implementation of the service).  Any new patient, who would like to participate, will be 

interviewed, and have his/her life story typed, framed and placed by the bedside.  This will give 

staff an opportunity to see the patient at a more personal level.  Last but not least, we will be 

improving and expanding the services at the Information Desk to prepare us for the new hospital. 

Suggestions are always welcome. 

 

This year Riverside Community Hospital will be hosting the Southern Inland Council Meeting 

on January 27
. 
 We will need many volunteers to help at the event.  The sign-up sheet is in the 

Volunteer Desk area. 

 

This year Peg Jones, 2009 Auxiliary president has chosen ñMaking a Differenceò as her theme.  

This is so appropriate as we work hard to really make a difference for our patients, visitors and 

staff. 

 

Together we can make a difference! 

Lil  
   

 

 

 
 
  



 
CEO½s Corner 
 
 

ith the start of every New Year, there is a renewed 

energy of hope and optimism.  It is also an opportunity 

for Riverside Community Hospital to continue to expand 

on our quality programs, our commitment to service and offer our 

community the best possible specialty care in the heart of the Inland Empire.  

 

As volunteers, your daily interaction with our patients, families and visitors is a vital part of our 

service commitment. You understand the importance of offering our community the best 

possible specialty services close to home.   

 

One such program is our new da Vinci robot.  Riverside Community Hospital is the first hospital 

in Riverside County to house the da Vinci robot. It is the ultimate tool for our surgeons because 

it increases patient odds for a rapid recovery compared to traditional methods.  The da Vinci 

robotôs small tools are placed inside the body through tiny incisions, allowing the surgeon to 

view the surgical field with two cameras that magnify the blood vessels and other structures.  

The result is less blood loss, less recovery time, less scarring, and less risk of infection.  This is a 

significant service that we are proud to offer our patients.  

 

As the year progresses, there will be exciting news to share with you on a variety of our 

programs, including our Cancer Center, Heart Care Institute and Blood Management programs.  

As always, I will keep you up to date on the variety of improvements we are making.  As always 

I appreciate any feedback you may have.  I can always be reached at 951.788.3530.  

 

Thank you for your tremendous contribution to Riverside Community Hospital and for the 

differences you make everyday!   

 

Wishing you good health and a Happy New Year,  

 

Michael A. Rembis 

President and CEO  

Riverside Community Hospital 

 
 
 

W 



President½s Message  ̧Jane Morabito 
 

My year as president of the Auxiliary is coming to a close.  On January 10, new officers will be 

installed and a new board will continue the legacy of excellence initiated over 80 years ago.   

 

It was quite a year for me, spending more time being a patient in the hospital than volunteering 

in the hospital!  I want to thank all of you for your encouragement and support during that time. 

 

Peg Jones will be taking over as president and I especially want to thank her for all she has done 

during the last year.  She will be a great President. 

 

I wish all of you a wonderful year and remember this:  ñThe heart that loves is always young.ò 

 

 

Jane    

 
 
 
 
 
 



Gift Corner 
 

Peg Jones 

 

 

 

The Gift Corner is in a state of transition now that the holiday season is over.  The 
buyers are busy doing the yearly inventory.  New displays will be made as new 
merchandise arrives. 
 
For those collectors, we have Ty beanies, Bearington Bears and porcelain dolls.  We 
always carry a variety of plush animals and talking dolls which are wonderful adult gifts. 
 
New Shop Suey handbags are on display and this display will be moved again to the 
front of the shop early in January. 
 
A new line of toiletries will be available in January.  The Gift Corner is going green and 
we look forward to the new products that will help preserve our environment. 
 
We have lots of goodies for every taste you have ï sugar free candy bars, chips, 
snacks, Seeôs lollipops, pound boxes and peanut brittle. 
 
Please support the Gift Corner and get your 20 percent discount.  



Mission Inn Hotelõs 

Carmel Dome 

 

The Mission Inn Connection 
   By Jane Morabito 

 
 

Did you know that in the early 1920s, Mission Inn 

builder/owner, Frank Miller, contributed $25,000 to the building 

fund of the present Riverside Community Hospital?  According 

to Joan Hall, local historian and author, in her book Through 

the Doors of the Mission Inn - Volume Two, an associate of 

Frankôs, Dr. Ray Wilbur, alumni of and eventual president of 

Stanford University, visited Riverside in 1922 to talk to the 

communityôs physicians, leaders and citizens about the need for 

a new hospital in Riverside (the original hospital had suffered a 

fire and was apparently unusable).   The areaôs school children saved 

their dimes and nickels to add to the community fund, initiated by 

Frankôs hefty contribution, and the hospital opened its doors in 1924. 

 

A tidbit from Joanôs Through the Doors of the Mission Inn (Volume One), tells us that the 

Hollywood movie actor and funny man, W.C. Fields, having finished his 1935 picture entitled 

Poppy, became extremely ill with bronchial pneumonia.  Poppy had previewed at Riversideôs 

Fox Theater on June 6 and on June 12 Fields was admitted into Riverside Community Hospital.  

He was treated by his personal physician from Hemet and RCHôs Doctor Phillip Corr, who put 

him in an oxygen tent.  Fields did recover and went on to take legal action against his personal 

doctor (the one from Hemet, not Dr. Corr) regarding the amount of his medical bill s, with which 

he disagreed.   On his trips to Riverside courtrooms, he stayed at the Mission Inn.  

 

Joan relates in (Volume One) an anecdote about another character connected to the hospital, by 

the name of Eddie Peabody.   Eddie, a talented banjo player, was a vaudevillian and a good 

friend of Frank Miller.  He and his wife, Maude bought a property on Monroe Street.  The 

Peabodysô were generous folk and in 1930 Eddie played in a benefit to aid the Riverside 

Community Hospital Auxiliary. 

 

Through the Doors of the Mission Inn, volumes one and two are sold in Riverside Community 

Hospitalôs Gift Corner.  They are fascinating and I highly recommend them. 

 

In addition to the two volumes of Through the Doors of the Mission Inn, Joanôs writings 

include Riversideôs Invisible Past, History of the Victoria Club, A Citrus Legacy and So Whatôs 

New?  She has also co-authored Adobes, Bungalows and Mansions of Riverside.    

 

 



Birthday 

Greetings 
 
 

 

January      March 
 

Yasmin Abdi   02   Tofi Capuano   09 
Shirley Leach  03   Lisa Kushner    14 
Trudy Jensen  06   Sandra Rowland   14 
Carol McAnern  08   Antha Udell    15 
Joyce Hernandez  17   Donald Maxwell   16 
Betty Bown   18   Charlotte Colbert   16 
Linda Williams  18   Kim DeLay    17 
Virginia Hiatt   21   Ceil Chatham   19 
Taylor Montag  24   Gail Grech    19 
Jennifer Foster  25   Carol Whitney   20 
Dale Burrows  26   Ron Chatham   22 
Benjamin Alcala  27   Anne Greule    23 
Elizabeth San Pedro 28   Eric Babajanian   24 
Christine Park  28   Linda Shipman   24 
       Joan Martin    25 
       Lois Allbeck    27 

February      Peggy Oprian   27 

      Dorothy Higley   28 
Sue Brown   02    
John Ibrahim   02 
Donna Kidder  03 
Kay Kellner   08 
Kaylie Hernandez  14 
Zaghkanuch Boniekerian 16 
Ahisha Patankar  22 
Inger Meland   25 
Jane Prosser   26   

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Man Behind the Voice 
 

If you½re glued to the tube, watching your favorite program, (ºDancing with the Stars»?), and 
the phone rings, don½t be tempted to ignore it.  It could very well be RCH Auxiliary volunteer, 
Ron Parish.  The reason for Ron½s call could be to: 
 

 Welcome you to the Volunteer Services Department 
 Find out if you have any questions or need help 
 Wish you a Happy Birthday ! 
 Invite you to participate in an event 

 

Ron is an active volunteer who serves in the G.I. Lab.  Full of energy, he was named ñRookie of 

The Yearò for his outstanding willingness to help wherever needed.  Ron does a great job on the 

Auxiliary Board as Hospitality Chair ï So donôt be surprised if you get a phone call from Ron in 

the near future! 

 

 

 

  

 

Jack Jones  
 

Many,  many thanks to Jack Jones, who 

proofreads the Chit - Chat.  As you may know, 

Jack is the husband of Peg Jones, our new 

Auxiliary president and co - chair of The Gift 

Corner.  Jack is a retired wire and copy editor 

with  The Press Enterprise (we have the best!) .   

Thank you Jack �² �\�R�X�·�U�H���W�H�U�U�L�I�L�F�� 


